
� e Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, December 22, 2024 at 11:15 a.m.  

Morning Prayer: Rite One and Christmas Pageant 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church  Richmond, Virginia

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. We are glad you are here. We welcome and include all people without exception 

and we extend a special greeting to any visitors. Throughout this bulletin, helpful guidance is printed in italics. Visitor guides are 

found in racks at the entrance doors. When you wish to be known here, please fi ll out a welcome card (found in each pew or 

online); you may drop the card into the offering plate as it is passed. Children are very welcome in this service, and child care 

is also available for infants and children through age four in our nursery on the lower level near the main parking lot entrance; 

greeters are happy to guide you. The church is open for prayer from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Thursday. We hope to 

see you again soon!  

Voluntary      Freu dich sehr, O meine Seele (Rejoice greatly, O my soul)  Johann Gottfried Walther

Hymn 56      O come, O come, Emmanuel (vs. 1-4)  Sung by all, standing as you are able. Veni, veni Emmanuel

Opening Sentences                                                                                    � e Book of Common Prayer, page 37
Offi ciant Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Isaiah 40:3
  � e glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all � esh shall see it together.  Isaiah 40:5

Confession of Sin                                          Prayer Book, page 41
Offi ciant  Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 Please kneel, as you are able. A period of silence is kept.

All  Almighty and most merciful Father,
  we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
  we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
  we have o� ended against thy holy laws, 
  we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
  and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
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  But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
  spare thou those who confess their faults, 
  restore thou those who are penitent, 
  according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
  in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
  and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
  that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
  to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Priest alone stands and says

  � e Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true repentance,
  amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

The people stand.

Invitatory                                          Prayer Book, page 42
Offi ciant O Lord, open thou our lips.
People              And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
All   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Hymn 60     Creator of the stars of night        Sung by all, standing. Conditor alme siderumy g

� e Christmas Pageant
� e Bidding Prayer Reader: Will Rohrs   
Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas, let us prepare ourselves so that we may be shown its true 
meaning. Let us hear, in lessons from Holy Scripture, how the prophets of Israel foretold that God would visit and 
redeem God’s waiting people. Let us rejoice, in our carols and hymns, that the good purpose of God is being mightily 
ful� lled. Let us celebrate the promise that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will bring all people and all things into the 
glory of God’s eternal kingdom. � e blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have Good News brought to them. Amen.

Please be seated for the duration of the pageant. You are welcome to join the choir in singing the hymns.

PROPHECY
Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7; Reader: Austin Jonas


THE ANNUNCIATION

Lesson: Luke 1:26-38; Reader: Jay Driscoll
Herald: Parker Birdsey; Elizabeth: Anna Rohrs; Gabriel: Alice Kidd; Mary: Neely Oakey
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Hymn 265  � e angel Gabriel from heaven came     Sung by all, seated.                                    Gabriel’s Messageg


THE SHEPHERDS

Lesson: Luke 2:8-20; Reader: Charlotte Birdsey 
Herald: Archer Williams; Prophecy Angels: Julia Hunter Williams, Lucy Phillips; Shepherds: Lee Driscoll, Tom Rohrs

Hymn 94  While shepherds watched their � ocks       Sung by all, seated.                                    Winchester Oldp




HEROD & SCRIBES

Lesson: Matthew 2:1-8; Reader: Jay Driscoll
Herald: Colston Raquet; Herod: Dalton Mika; Scribes: Holden Mann, Abigail Moore

Choir: A Stable Lamp is Lighted (music arr. Michael Simpson)


THE WISE MEN
Lesson: Matthew 2:9-12; Reader: Granger Bradshaw

Herald: Rosie Ferrell; Magi: Tabby Johnson, Amy Phillips, Holt Williams

Hymn 115  What child is this?  Sung by all, seated.                                    Greensleeves



THE NATIVITY
Lesson: John 1:1-5, 9-14; Reader: Austin Jonas

Herald: Betsy Proutt; Mary: Ellie Burke; Joseph: Wyatt Hobbs; Angel: Betsy Spalding
Cherubs: Andrew Chase, Miriam Ould

Animals and Stars: James Buchanan, Elisabeth Chesebro, Conley Del Bueno, Elle Du� y, Elliott Hodge, Betsy Jamerson, 
George Jamerson, Hayes Joyner, William McCorey, Hollis Paulette, Gibbs Peple, Carson Rice, Genevieve Robertson, 

Mercer Russell, Milly Walter



Hymn 78  O little town of Bethlehem            Sung by all, seated.                                    Forest Green

� e Closing Prayer Reader: Will Rohrs  
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Retiring Procession of the Pageant

Hymn 102  Once in royal David’s city       Sung by all, seated.                                    Irbyy y

� e Prayers Prayer Book, page 54
Offi ciant  � e Lord be with you.
People  And with thy spirit.
Offi ciant  Let us pray.  Please kneel as you are able. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
      who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen.



Su� rages B     Offi ciant and People read responsively.   Prayer Book, page 55
O Lord, save thy people, and bless thine heritage;
Govern them and lift them up forever.
Day by day we magnify thee;
And we worship thy Name ever, world without end.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin;
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us;
As our trust is in thee.
O Lord, in thee have I trusted;
Let me never be confounded.

� e Collect of the Day                                                                                                          Prayer Book, page 160
Offi ciant  � e Lord be with you.
People  And with thy spirit.
Offi ciant  Let us pray.      Silence is kept. 

We beseech thee, Almighty God, to purify our consciences by thy daily visitation, that when thy Son our Lord cometh 
he may � nd in us a mansion prepared for himself; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Welcome and Announcements  Please sit.

All comes from God, so from what God has given, we offer gifts as we participate in God’s work 

in the world. You may offer your gift online (scan the QR code or text STSTEPHENSRVA to 73256) 

or in an offering plate as they come by.

At the O� ertory Mater ora fi lium  Sung by the choir. Charles Wood
Refrain: Mater ora fi lium ut post hoc exilium nobis donet gaudium beatorum omnium. 
(Translation: Mother, pray thy Son that, after this exile, he may grant us the joy of all the blessed ones.)

Fair maid, who is this babe 
� at thou bearest in thine arms? 
Sir, it is a Kingës son 
� at in heav’n above doth won. 

Man to Father he had none 
But himself, God alone; 
Of a maid he would be born, 
To save mankind that was forlorn.   Refrain

At the Presentation         Sung by all, standing.                                                 Winchester New
The fruits of our labor are presented to God, along with gifts for our food ministry.

� ree kings brought him presents: 
Gold, myrrh and frankincense, 
To my son, full of might, 
King of kings and Lord of light.   Refrain

Fair maiden, pray for us 
Unto thy son, sweet Jesus, 
� at he will send us of his grace 
In heav’n on high to have a place.   Refrain
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� e General � anksgiving Prayer Book, page 54
Offi ciant  � e Lord be with you.
People  And with thy spirit.
Offi ciant  Let us pray.   Please kneel as you are able.

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

Hymn       People, look East   Sung by all, standing.         Besançon

Offi ciant Let us bless the Lord.
People  � anks be to God.
Offi ciant � e grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
  and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.

Voluntary   Epilogue on Genevan Psalm 42                         Rachel Laurin


PARTICIPANTS | OFFICIANT: � e Rev. John D. Rohrs; ASSISTING PRIEST: � e Rev. William S. Stanley; MUSICIANS: St. 
Stephen’s Choristers and members of St. Stephen’s Choir, Brent te Velde, director; Diana Chou, organ; VERGER: Dave Davis; 
ACOLYTES: Pierce Rempe, Tripp Schnell; PAGEANT WAGONEERS: James Driscoll, Courtney Ferrell, McGill Ferrell, Je�  
Johnson, Abbie Jonas, Sadie Kidd, Pearl Moore, Charles Oakey, Katie Peple, Lowndes Peple, Robert Peple, Ford Proutt, Robert 
Proutt, Taylor Raquet, Wickham Raquet, Andie Rohrs, Alice Schnell, Carter Spalding, George Van Der Hyde, Cary Williams

And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. 


