The term "Gothic" was originally used as a derogatory term to describe a
style of architecture that was considered unrefined and ugly: ¢

Origin
The term was coined by Italian writers in the Renaissance, such as Giorgio Vasari, who
used it to describe the medieval style as "barbaric”.

Explanation

Vasari attributed the style to the Gothic tribes, who he believed destroyed the Roman
Empire and its classical culture in the 5th century. He also believed that the Gothic
style was debased compared to the classical architecture of his own time.

Impact

The term retained its derogatory connotations until the 19th century, when Gothic
architecture was positively revalued.
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