
Th e Baptism of our Lord
Sunday, January 12, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Baptism
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church  Richmond, Virginia

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. We are glad you are here. We welcome and include all people without exception 
and we extend a special greeting to any visitors. Throughout this bulletin, helpful guidance is printed in italics. Visitor guides are 
found in racks at the entrance doors. When you wish to be known here, please fi ll out a welcome card (found in each pew or 
online); you may drop the card into the offering plate as it is passed. Children are very welcome in this service, and child care 
is also available for infants and children through age four in our nursery on the lower level near the main parking lot entrance; 
greeters are happy to guide you. The church is open for prayer from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Thursday. We hope to 
see you again soon!  

Voluntary      Communion, from Suite for Epiphany Charles Tournemire

Th e Word of God
Hymn 616 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed           Es fl og ein kleins Waldvögelein
 Sung by all, standing as you are able. All hymns are found in The Hymnal 1982, the blue book in your pew rack.

Opening Acclamation                                                                                    Th e Book of Common Prayer, page 299
Celebrant          Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People              And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant  Th ere is one Body and one Spirit;
People  Th ere is one hope in God’s call to us;
Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People  One God and Father of all.

Th e Collect of the Day                                                                                                          Prayer Book, page 214
Celebrant  Th e Lord be with you.
People              And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.      A period of silence is kept. 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed 
him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and 
boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen.

Th e Lesson  Isaiah 43:1-7  Please sit.
Reader  A reading from the Book of Isaiah.
Th us says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fi re you shall not be burned, and the fl ame shall not consume 
you.For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba 
in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, 
nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your off spring from the east, and from the 
west I will gather you; I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from 
far away and my daughters from the end of the earth–everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, 
whom I formed and made.”

Reader  Th e Word of the Lord.
People  Th anks be to God.  A period of silence is kept. 
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Psalm 29   Prayer Book, page 620; antiphon: Brent te Velde; chant: Peter Hurford
 The antiphon will be sung once by the choir, then repeated by all. The verses will be sung by the choir.

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

3 Th e voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.

4 Th e voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.     Antiphon

5 Th e voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; *
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

7 Th e voice of the Lord splits the fl ames of fi re;
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; *
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

8 Th e voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.     Antiphon

9 And in the temple of the Lord *
all are crying, “Glory!”

10 Th e Lord sits enthroned above the fl ood; *
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.

11 Th e Lord shall give strength to his people; *
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.     Antiphon

Silence is kept.

Hymn 121      Christ, when for us you were baptized      Sung by all, standing.   Caithness 

Th e Gospel     Luke 3:15-17, 21-22     Please remain standing and face the reader of the Gospel.     
Deacon          Th e Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People           Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As the people were fi lled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 
Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fi re. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing fl oor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff  he will burn with unquenchable fi re.”
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and 
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.”

Deacon            Th e Gospel of the Lord.
People             Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Th e Sermon Th e Rev. John D. Rohrs 
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Presentation and Examination of the Candidates Remain seated. Prayer Book, page 301
Celebrant Th e Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Parents and Godparents of the Candidates
  I present Catherine Elliott O’Malley Cocke to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
  I present Robert Bolling Lancaster III to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
  I present Th omas Winfi eld McCormick to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
  I present William Taylor Robinson Strader to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
  I present James Coleman Witt to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

Question Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life?
Answer  I will, with God’s help.
Question Will  you by your prayers and witness help these children to grow into the full stature of Christ?
Answer  I will, with God’s help.
Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
Answer  I renounce them.
Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
Answer  I renounce them.
Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Answer  I renounce them.
Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Answer   I do.
Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer  I do.
Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Answer  I do.   All stand.

The Celebrant invites the congregation to stand and addresses them, saying

Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?
People  We will.

Celebrant Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.
Th e Baptismal Covenant         Remain standing. Prayer Book, page 304
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
       and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He suff ered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucifi ed, died, and was buried. 
     He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidates      Prayer Book, page 305
Celebrant Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth.
Leader    Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Send them into the world in witness to your love.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Christ by water and the Spirit, may live reborn
  in the freedom and power of his resurrection, and so we off er thanks for the blessings of life, [especially 
  for ______], and we commend to you those who have died [remembering especially ____]; with all the
  saints we off er our prayers, through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
  God, now and forever. Amen.

As the baptismal families move toward the font, all children are invited to come to the font to participate in the 
blessing of the water.

Th anksgiving over the Water     Please remain standing and face the font. Prayer Book, page 306
Celebrant Th e Lord be with you.
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of
  creation. Th rough it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise.
  In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the
  Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
  We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we
  share in his resurrection. Th rough it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Th erefore in joyful obedience to
  your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of
  the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water. 

  Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed
  from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you,
  and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.

Th e Baptism       Prayer Book, page 307
Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, who then pours water upon the candidate, saying

   N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
A priest then anoints the newly baptized with oil, saying

   N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.

Celebrant Let us pray.      
  Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your
  servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in
  your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a
  spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.  Amen.

   Let us welcome the newly baptized.
All  We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucifi ed, proclaim his
  resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

Th e Peace                                                                                                         Prayer Book, page 360
Celebrant  Th e peace of the Lord be always with you.
People   And also with you.

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. After exchanging the Peace, please be seated.

Welcome and Announcements

Th e Holy Communion
All comes from God, so from what God has given, we offer gifts as we participate in God’s work 
in the world. You may offer your gift in an offering plate as they come by or make a gift online by 
scanning the QR code or texting STSTEPHENSRVA to 73256.

At the Off ertory    Seek him that maketh the seven stars   Sung by the choir.  Jonathan Dove
Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion and turneth the shadow of death into the morning. Alleluia, yea, the 
darkness shineth as the day, the night is light about me. Amen.

At the Presentation         Sung by all, standing.                                                            Puer nobis
 The fruits of our labor are presented to God, along with gifts for our food ministry.
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Th e Great Th anksgiving     Eucharistic Prayer C                                                                                 Prayer Book, page 369
 The people remain standing. 
Celebrant Th e Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
People  Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in
  their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
People  By your will they were created and have their being.

Celebrant From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and
  skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we
  turned against one another.
People  Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Celebrant Again and again, you called us to return. Th rough prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law.
  And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfi ll your Law, to open for us
  the way of freedom and peace.
People  By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

Celebrant And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and
  with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in
  their unending hymn:
Sanctus          Sung by all.   James Macmillan

 You may stand or kneel.
Celebrant 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before 
you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, 
eat: Th is is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: Th is is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”
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Remembering now his work of redemption, and off ering to you this sacrifi ce of thanksgiving,
People  
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

Celebrant 
O God of patriarchs, matriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes 
to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, 
and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one 
spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
People  
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Celebrant 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Celebrant and People              Prayer Book, page 364

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

Th e Breaking of the Bread  The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 
    A period of silence is kept.  James Macmillan

Celebrant 
Th is is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to 
love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and you who 
have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites 
you. It is his will that those who want him should meet him here. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
      who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen.
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At the Communion of the People
All are welcome at the altar in this place. Communion is distributed at the chancel steps and in both of the side chapels (kneeling 
or standing). The altar extends to your pew if you need us to bring the sacrament to you; just let an usher know. To receive 
Communion, place your hands together, palms up. You may consume the bread and then drink from the wine in the larger chalice. 
If you prefer to “intinct” or touch the edge of your bread to the wine, please use one of the smaller cups, available at all stations. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms against your chest.

Music at Communion  
   Anthem  Lux aurumque    Sung by the choir. Eric Whitacre 

Lux, calida gravisque pura velut aurum      Translation:  Light, warm and heavy as pure gold
et canunt angeli molliter modo natum.    and the angels sing softly to the new-born baby.

   Hymn 339 Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness Sung by all, seated.  Schmücke dich

After Communion, the Celebrant says
  Let us pray. You may stand or kneel.
All     Lord Jesus Christ, 
  you have put your life into our hands; 
  now we put our lives into yours. 
  Take us, renew us and remake us. 
  What we have been is past; 
  what we shall be, through you, still awaits us.
  Lead us on. Take us with you. Amen.

Th e Blessing     The Celebrant pronounces God’s blessing.

Hymn 448 O love, how deep, how broad, how high  Sung by all, standing. Deus tuorum militum

Dismissal                                                                                                           Prayer Book, page 366
Deacon              Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People              Th anks be to God. 

Voluntary      Prelude on the Introit for the Feast of the Epiphany Maurice Durufl é


Memorial
Th e vigil candle in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit is given in memory of John O.W. Gravely III.

Participants
CELEBRANT: Th e Rev. Cate Anthony; DEACON: Th e Rev. John W. A. Jenkins; SUBDEACON: Kathy Brock; READER/
INTERCESSOR: Marilyn Kirkpatrick; PREACHER: Th e Rev. John D. Rohrs; ASSISTING PRIEST: Th e Rev. William L. Sachs; 
CHALICE BEARERS: Charlie Caldwell, Dave Davis, Scott Finn, Connie Lankford; ACOLYTES: Lee Driscoll, Tabitha 
Johnson, Abigail Moore, Emma Peay, Amy Phillips, Lucy Phillips; MUSICIANS: St. Stephen’s Choir, Chris Edwards, 
director; Brent te Velde, organ; VERGER: Ben Emerson

Presented for Holy Baptism
Catherine Elliott O’Malley Cocke, child of Warren Briggs Cocke and Kerrigan Catherine Kells O’Malley
Robert Bolling Lancaster III, child of Robert Lancaster and Shelby Lancaster
Th omas Winfi eld McCormick, child of Timothy George McCormick and Patricia Ryan McCormick
William Taylor Robinson Strader, child of Paul Robinson Strader and Anne Austin Carden Strader
James Coleman Witt, child of Ryan James Witt and Elizabeth Margaret Witt

Th e Parish Prayer List
Copies of the parish prayer list are available at Information Central outside the parish offi  ce and in the church vestibule.
Rite Planning, Copyright©2021 by Church Publishing Incorporated, All rights reserved; from Copyright©1977; used by permission. Adapted 
from Common Worship, Copyright © Th e Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000-2006; All of the offi  cial Common Worship 
publications are being published by Church House Publishing. All music reprinted with permission via OneLicense #A710911.


