The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 27, 2025 at 8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist: Rite One

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church ©3 Richmond, Virginia

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are so glad you are here. This service of Holy Eucharist follows the order
found in the Book of Common Prayer (the red book in the pew rack) beginning on page 323. This bulletin provides
page numbers and other information to guide you through the service. You will notice that several pews have been
removed from the Chapel of the Good Shepherd and a “soft space” provided for young children and their parents.
This is a temporary relocation of this important offering for young families during the summer months. In the fall,
the soft space returns to its location in Palmer Hall Chapel.

The Word of God

Opening Acclamation  Please stand as you are able. The Book of Common Prayer, page 323
The Collect for Purity page 323
The Summary of the Law page 324
Kyrie, Trisagion or Gloria page 324

The Collect of the Day Found on page 3.

The First Lesson Found on page 3; please sit.

The Psalm Found on page 3; please remain seated and read responsively by whole verse.

The Gospel Found on page 3-4; please stand.

The Sermon Please sit.

The Nicene Creed  Please stand. page 326
The Prayers of the People  Please kneel as you are able. pages 328-330
The Confession of Sin page 330
The Peace Please stand. page 332

Welcome and Announcements Please sit.



The Holy Communion

At the Presentation of Alms
All comes from God, so from what God has given, we offer gifts to sustain God'’s

work in the world. If you wish to make your offering electronically, please scan the QR
code or text STSTEPHENSRVA to 73256.

All things come of thee, O Lord.

And of thine own have we given thee.

The Great Thanksgiving Please stand. pages 340-343
Please kneel after the Sanctus.

The Lord’s Prayer page 336

The Breaking of the Bread page 337

The Prayer of Humble Access page 337

The Distribution of Holy Communion
All are welcome at the altar in this place. Communion is distributed at the Communion rail in the Chapel
of the Good Shepherd, and you may stand or kneel to receive. To receive Communion, extend your
hands, one over another, palms up. You may consume the bread and then drink from the wine in the
larger chalice. If you prefer to “intinct” or touch the edge of your bread to the wine, please use the
smaller cup. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross
your arms against your chest. If you need us to bring the sacrament to you, please let the usher know.

The Post-Communion Prayer page 339

The Blessing and Dismissal page 339-340



The Collect and Readings The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
The Collect of the Day The Book of Common Prayer, page 180

O God, the protector of all that trust in thee, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and
multiply upon us thy mercy; that, thou being our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we
finally lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lesson Colossians 2:6-15

Reader A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians.
As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established
in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to
the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and
you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a
spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; when you were buried with him in
baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. And when you
were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us
all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. He
disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God. A period of silence is kept.

Psalm 138 Said responsively by whole verse, seated. Prayer Book, page 470

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lorp, with my whole heart; *
before the gods I will sing your praise.

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple
and praise your Name, *
because of your love and faithfulness;

3 For you have glorified your Name *
and your word above all things.

4 When I called, you answered me; *
you increased my strength within me.

5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lorp, *
when they have heard the words of your mouth.

6 They will sing of the ways of the Lorp, *
that great is the glory of the Lorp.

7 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; *
he perceives the haughty from afar.

8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me.

9 The Lord will make good his purpose for me; *
O Lorp, your love endures for ever;
do not abandon the works of your hands.

A period of silence is kept.



The Gospel ~ Luke 11:1-13  Please stand as you are able and face the reader of the Gospel.

Celebrant 'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People Glory be to thee, O Lord.
Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as
John taught his disciples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not
bring us to the time of trial.” And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and
say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’
And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed;
I cannot get up and give you anything.” I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his
friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. So I say to you, Ask, and it will
be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if
your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him!”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Memorials
The flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Helen Noell Branch, J. Read Branch and Grace Branch Moore

by their family.
Participants
CELEBRANT: The Rev. John D. Rohrs; PREACHER: Paige Trivett; READER AND CHALICE BEARER: Tony Anthony

The Parish Prayer List

Copies of the parish prayer list are available at Information Central (the large table outside the parish office) and in the
narthex (the vestibule inside the Three Chopt Road entrance to the church). To add someone to the prayer list, please
contact Kitty Ball in the parish office, kball@ststephensRVA.org.
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