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T
his service of Morning Prayer incorporating the youth-led Christmas pageant is an annual tradition at St. Stephen’s 
Church (with occasional interruptions for wars, renovations, and pandemics). Today’s is its 100th presentation 
which means this pageant is more than a century old. In addition to scripture read by young people, carols sung by 
the congregation, and anthems performed by our choirs, senior high youth don costumes and portray the � gures 

in the stories of the Nativity, proceeding down the center aisle of the nave on rolling carts. Younger children have roles in the 
pageant’s � nal scene. � is cherished retelling has been handed down from generation to generation, and today we thank all 
who are making it possible today, and remember with gratitude all who did so in the past.



Voluntary      Freu dich sehr, O meine Seele (Rejoice greatly, O my soul)  Johann Gottfried Walther

Hymn 56      O come, O come, Emmanuel (vs. 1-4)  Sung by all, standing as you are able. Veni, veni Emmanuel

Opening Sentences                                                                                    � e Book of Common Prayer, page 37
Offi ciant Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Isaiah 40:3
  � e glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all � esh shall see it together.  Isaiah 40:5

Invitatory                                          Prayer Book, page 42
Offi ciant O Lord, open thou our lips.
People              And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
All   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Hymn 60     Creator of the stars of night        Sung by all, standing. Conditor alme siderum
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� e Christmas Pageant
� e Bidding Prayer Reader: Granger Bradshaw
Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas, let us prepare ourselves so that we may be shown its true 
meaning. Let us hear, in lessons from Holy Scripture, how the prophets of Israel foretold that God would visit and 
redeem God’s waiting people. Let us rejoice, in our carols and hymns, that the good purpose of God is being mightily 
ful� lled. Let us celebrate the promise that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will bring all people and all things into the 
glory of God’s eternal kingdom. � e blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have Good News brought to them. Amen.

Please be seated for the duration of the pageant. You are welcome to join the choir in singing the hymns.

PROPHECY
Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7; Reader: Will Rohrs


THE ANNUNCIATION

Lesson: Luke 1:26-38; Reader: Catalina Pechin
Herald: Amy Phillips; Elizabeth: Julia Hunter Williams; Gabriel: Lucy Phillips; Mary: Alice Kidd

Hymn 265  � e angel Gabriel from heaven came     Sung by all, seated.                                    Gabriel’s Message
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
THE SHEPHERDS

Lesson: Luke 2:8-20; Reader: Tom Rohrs
Herald: Tabby Johnson; Prophecy Angels: Eliza Hershey, Neely Oakey; Shepherds: Lee Driscoll, Dalton Mika

Hymn 94  While shepherds watched their � ocks       Sung by all, seated.                                    Winchester Oldp


HEROD & SCRIBES

Lesson: Matthew 2:1-8; Reader: Granger Bradshaw
Herald: Betsy Proutt; Herod: Wyatt Hobbs; Scribes: Charles Oakey, Lowndes Peple

Choir: A Stable Lamp is Lighted (music arr. Michael Simpson)


THE WISE MEN
Lesson: Matthew 2:9-12; Reader: Will Rohrs

Herald: Sadie Kidd; Magi: Parker Birdsey, Betsy Spalding, Holt Williams

Hymn 115  What child is this?         Sung by all, seated.                                    Greensleeves
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
THE NATIVITY

Lesson: John 1:1-5, 9-14; Reader: Rose Blackburn
Herald: Reagan Ayers; Mary: Anna Rohrs; Joseph: Robert Proutt; Angel: Rosie Ferrell

Cherubs: Elouise Oakey, Walker Turner
Animals and Stars: Hollis Bracey, Maisie Champion, Conley Del Bueno, Elliott Hodge, William Jackson, Betsy Jamerson, 

George Jamerson, Hayes Joyner, Elizabeth Lewis, Katherine Lewis, William McCorey, Henry Moore, Teddy Ould, 
Gibbs Peple, Charlie Russell, Deuce Walter, Milly Walter, Elizabeth Zalesiak

Hymn 79  O little town of Bethlehem            Sung by all, seated.                                    St. Louis
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Hymn  Away in a manger             Sung by all, seated.                                    Muellery g

� e Closing Prayer Reader: Tom Rohrs  
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Retiring Procession of the Pageant

Hymn 102  Once in royal David’s city      Sung by all, seated.                                    Irby
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� e Prayers Prayer Book, page 54
Offi ciant  � e Lord be with you.
People  And with thy spirit.
Offi ciant  Let us pray.  Please kneel as you are able. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Su� rages B     Offi ciant and People read responsively.   Prayer Book, page 55
O Lord, save thy people, and bless thine heritage;
Govern them and lift them up forever.
Day by day we magnify thee;
And we worship thy Name ever, world without end.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin;
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us;
As our trust is in thee.
O Lord, in thee have I trusted;
Let me never be confounded.

� e Collect of the Day                                                                                                          Prayer Book, page 160
Offi ciant  � e Lord be with you.
People  And with thy spirit.
Offi ciant  Let us pray.      Silence is kept. 

We beseech thee, Almighty God, to purify our consciences by thy daily visitation, that when thy Son our Lord cometh 
he may � nd in us a mansion prepared for himself; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Welcome and Announcements  Please sit.

All comes from God, so from what God has given, we offer gifts as we participate in God’s work in the world. 

You may offer your gift online using the QR code or texting STSTEPHENSRVA to 73256, or in an offering plate.

At the O� ertory Magni� cat in G major  Sung by the choir. John Wood
For text, see the Prayer Book, page 50.

At the Presentation         Sung by all, standing.                                                    Winchester New
The fruits of our labor are presented to God, along with gifts for our food ministry.

� e General � anksgiving Prayer Book, page 54
Offi ciant  � e Lord be with you.
People  And with thy spirit.
Offi ciant  Let us pray.   Please kneel as you are able.

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 



but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

Hymn       People, look East   Sung by all, standing.         Besançon

Offi ciant Let us bless the Lord.
People  � anks be to God.
Offi ciant � e grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
  and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.

Voluntary   Toccata on Veni Emmanuel                         Adolphus Hailstork


Memorials
� e � owers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Rebecca Holcomb Dickinson by Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Clary 
and family; Mary Pearson Moore and � omas Justin Moore, Jr., Carolyn and Howard McCue, Mary and Rives Fleming, Jr. 
and Jeannette Bray Moore by their family; and John W. Tadlock by his family. � e vigil candle in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit 

is given in memory of the Rev. D. Donald Dunn III.

Participants | OFFICIANT: � e Rev. John D. Rohrs; ASSISTING CLERGY: � e Rev. Judy Webb Davis, the Rev. William S. 
Stanley; MUSICIANS: St. Stephen’s Choristers, members of St. Stephen’s Choir, Chris Edwards, director; Diana Chou, organ; 
VERGER: Kathy Brock; ACOLYTES: Henry Mulholland, Abigail Moore, Carter Spalding; WAGONEERS: Riley Ayers, Jay 
Driscoll, Caroline Farley, McGill Ferrell, Isabella Irani, Caroline Kocher, Blake Moorman, Quinn Moorman, � omas Oakey, 
Robert Peple, Ford Proutt, George Van Der Hyde, Lola Van Der Hyde, Archer Williams

Cover: Adoration of the Magi. Wood engraving by Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld (German painter, 1794-1872), published 1860. Public Domain.


