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The Summary of the Law

Book of Common Prayer, p. 324

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind. This 1s the first and great commandment.
And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

Matthew 22:37-40



The Purpose of American Government

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted
among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the
governed].]” (Declaration of Independence) therefore

“We the Peo‘ole of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect
Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the
common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and

establish this Constitution for the United States of America.” (Preamble
to the Constitution)



Dred Scott v. Sandford (U.S. Sup. Ct. 1857)

“The question is simply this: Can a negro, whose ancestors were imported
into this country, and sold as slaves, become a member of the political
community formed and brought into existence by the Constitution of the
United States . . .?

... The words ‘people of the United States’ and ‘citizens’ are synonymous
terms, and mean the same thing. They both describe the political body who,
according to our republican institutions, form the sovereignty, and who hold
the power and conduct the Government through their representatives. . ..

We think they are not, and that they are not included, and were not
intended to be included, under the word ‘citizens’ in the Constitution, and
can therefore claim none of the rights and privileges which that instrument
provides for and secures to citizens of the United States.”



South Carolina Declaration of Secession (1860)

“The right of property in slaves was recognized by giving to free persons
distinct political rights, by giving them the right to represent, and burthening
them with direct taxes for three-fifths of their slaves; by authorizing the
importation of slaves for twenty years; and by stipulating for the rendition of
fugitives from labor.

We affirm that these ends for which this Government was instituted have been
defeated, and the Government itself has been made destructive of them by the
action of the non-slaveholding States. . . .

We, therefore, the People of South Carolina, by our delegates in Convention
assembled . . . have solemnly declared that the Union heretofore existing
between this State and the other States of North America, 1s dissolved, and
that the State of South Carolina has resumed her position among the nations
of the world, as a separate and independent StateF.]”



Opinion of U.S. Attorney General Bates on
Citizenship (1862)

“What constitutes a citizen of the United States? . .. | find no such
definition, no authoritative establishment of the meaning of the
phrase, neither by a course of judicial decisions in our courts, nor by
the continued and consentaneous action of the different branches of
our political government. . . . | give it as my opinion that the free man
of color, mentioned in your letter, if born in the United States, is a
citizen of the United States|.]”



Constitutional Retrenchment (the
Reconstruction Amendments)

13t Amendment: Slavery abolished; involuntary servitude
limited. (Ratified 1865)

14t Amendment: Birthright citizenship confirmed; states must
provide due process and equal protection. (Ratified 1868)

15t" Amendment: Right to vote cannot be conditioned on
race, color, or previous condition of servitude. (Ratified 1870)

Each amendment grants Congress the power to enforce it.



Voting Rights Act of 1965

Section 2: “No voting qualification or prerequisite to voting, or
standard, practice, or procedure shall be imposed or applied
by any State or political subdivision to deny or abridge the

right of any citizen of the United States to vote on account of
race or color.”



Minor v. Happersett (U.S. Sup. Ct. 1875)

“For nearly ninety years, the people have acted upon the idea that the
Constitution, when it conferred citizenship, did not necessarily confer
the right of suffrage. . .. Being unanimously of the opinion that the
Constitution of the United States does not confer the right of suffrage
upon anyone, and that the constitutions and laws of the several states
which commit that important trust to men alone are not necessarily
void, we Affirm the judgment.”



19th Amendment
Ratified in 1920

“The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex.

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.”



Immigration Act of 1790

“...[A]ny Alien being a free white person, who shall have resided
within the limits and under the jurisdiction of the United States for the
term of two years, may be admitted to become a citizen thereof on
application to any common law Court of record in any one of the States
wherein he shall have resided for the term of one year at least, and
making proof to the satisfaction of such Court that he is a person of
good character, and taking the oath or affirmation prescribed by law to
support the Constitution of the United States .. .”



14t Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
(ratified 1868)

“All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state
wherein they reside.”

- 14t Amendment, section 1



Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882

“Whereas 1n the opinion of the Government of the United States the
coming of Chinese laborers to this country endangers the good order of
certain localities within the territory thereof: Therefore,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the
expiration of ninety days next after the passage of this act, and until the
expiration of ten years next after the passage of this act, the coming of
Chinese laborers to the United States be, and the same 1s hereby,
suspended; and during such suspension it shall not be lawful for any
Chinese laborer to come, or having so come after the expiration of said
ninety days to remain within the United States.”




The New Colossus (1883)

'77

“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!™ cries she
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,

[ 1ift my lamp beside the golden door!”

-excerpt from Emma Lazarus poem at the base of the Statue of Liberty



United States v. Wong Kim Ark (U.S. Sup. Ct.
1898)

“[T]he single question stated at the beginning of this opinion [is] . ..
whether a child born in the United States, of parent of Chinese
descent, who, at the time of his birth, are subjects of the Emperor of
China, but have a permanent domicil and residence in the United
States, and are there carrying on business, and are not employed in any
diplomatic or official capacity under the Emperor of China, becomes at
the time of his birth a citizen of the United States. For the reasons
above stated, this court is of opinion that the question must be
answered in the affirmative.”



Plessy v. Ferguson (U.S. Sup. Ct. 1896)

“This case turns upon the constitutionality of an act of the general
assembly of the state of Louisiana, passed in 1890, providing for
separate railway carriages for the white and colored races. ... We
consider the underlying fallacy of the plaintiff's argument to consist in
the assumption that the enforced separation of the two races stamps
the colored race with a badge of inferiority. If this be so, it is not by
reason of anything found in the act, but solely because the colored race
chooses to put that construction upon it. . . . If the civil and political
rights of both races be equal, one cannot be inferior to the other civilly
or politically. If one race be inferior to the other socially, the
Constitution of the United States cannot put them upon the same
plane.”



Brown v. Board of Education (U.S. Sup. Ct.
1954)

“We conclude that in the field of public education the doctrine of
‘separate but equal’ has no place. Separate educational facilities are
inherently unequal. Therefore, we hold that the plaintiffs and others
similarly situated for whom the actions have been brought are, by
reason of the segregation complained of, deprived of the equal
protection of the laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment.”



The Southern Manifesto (1956)

We regard the decision of the Supreme Court in the school cases as a clear
abuse of judicial power. . .. This unwarranted exercise of power by the Court,
contrary to the Constitution, is creating chaos and confusion in the States
principally affected. It is destroying the amicable relations between the white
and Negro races that have been created through 90 years of patient effort by
the good people of both races. It has planted hatred and suspicion where
there has been heretofore friendship and understanding. . . .

We pledge ourselves to use all lawful means to bring about a reversal of this
decision which is contrary to the Constitution and to prevent the use of force
in its implementation.

[Signed March 1956 by 19 U.S. Senators and 81 U.S. Representatives from
the South]



Alabama Gov. George Wallace Inauguration
Speech (1963)

“Today | have stood, where once Jefferson Davis stood, and took an
oath to my people. . .. In the name of the greatest people that have
ever trod this earth, | draw the line in the dust and toss the gauntlet
before the feet of tyranny ... and I say. .. segregation today. ..
segregation tomorrow . . . segregation forever.”

Wallace ended the speech: “And my prayer is that the Father who
reigns above us will bless all the people of this great sovereign State
and nation, both white and black.”



Martin Luther King, Jr., “I Have a Dream”
Speech (1963)

“Now is the time to make real the promises of democracy. Now is the
time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the
sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation from the
quick sands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is
the time to make justice a reality for all of God's children. ..

When we allow freedom to ring—when we let it ring from every city
and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to
speed up that day when all of God’s children, black men and white
men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join
hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, ‘Free at last,
Free at last, Great God almighty, We are free at last.””



Civil Rights Act of 1964

SEC. 201. (a) All persons shall be entitled to the full and equal
enjoyment of the goods, services, facilities, and privileges,
advantages, and accommodations of any place of public
accommodation, as defined in this section, without
discrimination or segregation on the ground of race, color,
religion, or national origin.



Loving v. Virginia (U.S. Sup. Ct. 1967)

Va. Code §20-59: Punishment for marriage. If any white person intermarry with a
colored person, or any colored person intermarry with a white person, he shall be

uilty of a felony and shall be punished by confinement in the penitentiary for not
ess than one nor more than five years.

Va. Code §20-58: Leaving State to evade law. If any white person and colored

person shall go out of this State, for the purpose of being married, and with the

Intention of returning, and be married out of it, and afterwards return to and reside

in it, cohabitinﬁ as man and wife, they shall be punished as Brovided in §20-59, and

’ghe marriage shall be governed by the same law as if it had been solemnized in this
tate.

The Virginia Supreme Court allowed the statutes to stand. The U.S. Supreme Court
deemed the statutes unconstitutional.



Trial Court in Loving v. Virginia

“Almighty God created the races white, black, yellow, malay and red,
and he placed them on separate continents. And but for the
interference with his arrangement there would be no cause for such
marriages. The fact that he separated the races shows that he did not
intend for the races to mix.”



Obergefell v. Hodges (U.S. Sup. Ct. 2015)

“The Constitution promises liberty to all within its reach, a liberty that
includes certain specific rights that allow persons, within a lawful realm, to
define and express their identity. The petitioners in these cases seek to find
that liberty by marrying someone of the same sex and having their marriages
deemed lawful on the same terms and conditions as marriages between
persons of the opposite sex. ... No union is more profound than marriage,
for it embodies the highest ideals of love, fidelity, devotion, sacrifice, and
family. . . . It would misunderstand these men and women to say they
disrespect the idea of marriage. Their plea is that they do respect it, respect
it so deeply that they seek to find its fulfillment for themselves. . . They ask
for equal dignity in the eyes of the law. The Constitution grants them that
right.”
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