
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are so glad you are here. This service of Holy Eucharist 

follows the order found in the Book of Common Prayer (the red book in the pew rack) beginning 

on page 323. This bulletin provides page numbers and other information to guide you. 

A “soft space” is available in the Chapel of the Good Shepherd, one of the two side chapels in the 

church, during the summer, so that children and parents can continue to participate in the service if 

and when they need more room than a church pew provides. Children must be accompanied by a 

parent while using the soft space. Child care is also available for infants and children through age 

four in our nursery on the lower level near the main parking lot entrance; greeters will guide you.

� e Word of God

Opening Acclamation     Please stand as you are able.          � e Book of Common Prayer, page 323

� e Collect for Purity                            page 323

� e Summary of the Law                    page 324

Kyrie, Trisagion or Gloria                    page 324

� e Collect of the Day  Found on page 3.        

� e First Lesson        Found on page 3; please sit.

� e Psalm                Found on page 3; please remain seated and read responsively.

� e Gospel           Found on page 3-4; please stand.

� e Sermon   Please sit.   

� e Nicene Creed     Please stand.              page 326

� e Prayers of the People     Please kneel as you are able.                                    pages 328-330

� e Confession of Sin                             page 330

� e Peace                  Please stand.                                                                              page 332

Welcome and Announcements                              Please sit.

� e � ird Sunday after Pentecost
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At the Presentation of Alms 
All comes from God, so from what God has given, we offer gifts to sustain God’s 

work in the world. If you wish to make your offering electronically, please scan the QR 

code or text STSTEPHENSRVA to 73256.

All things come of thee, O Lord.
And of thine own have we given thee.

� e Holy Communion

� e Great � anksgiving     Please stand.              pages 340-343
Please kneel after the Sanctus.

� e Lord’s Prayer                                page 336

� e Breaking of the Bread                  page 337

� e Prayer of Humble Access                    page 337

� e Distribution of Holy Communion
All are welcome at the altar in this place. Communion is distributed at the Communion rail in the 

Chapel of the Good Shepherd, and you may stand or kneel to receive. To receive Communion, place 

your hands together, palms up. You may consume the bread and then drink from the wine in the larger 

chalice. If you prefer to “intinct” or touch the edge of your bread to the wine, please use the smaller 

cup. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms 

against your chest. If you need us to bring the sacrament to you, please let the usher know.

� e Post-Communion Prayer                               page 339

� e Blessing and Dismissal                      page 339-340
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� e Collect and Readings                                                     � e � ird Sunday after Pentecost
� e Collect of the Day                                � e Book of Common Prayer, page 178

Keep, O Lord, we beseech thee, thy household the Church in thy steadfast faith and love, that by the help of thy 
grace we may proclaim thy truth with boldness, and minister thy justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

� e Lesson  Genesis 18:1-15  Please sit.

Reader  A reading from the Book of Genesis.

� e Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He 
looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and 
bowed down to the ground. He said, “My lord, if I � nd favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water 
be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 
And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice � our, knead it, 
and make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened 
to prepare it. � en he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by 
them under the tree while they ate. � ey said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “� ere, in the tent.” � en 
one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at 
the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after 
the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have 
pleasure?” � e Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ Is 
anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” But 
Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.”

Reader  � e Word of the Lord.
People  � anks be to God.  A period of silence is kept.

Psalm 116:1, 10-17   Said responsively by whole verse, seated. Prayer Book, page 759
1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.

10 How shall I repay the LORD *
for all the good things he has done for me?

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation *
and call upon the Name of the Lord.

12 I will ful� ll my vows to the LORD *
in the presence of all his people.

13 Precious in the sight of the Lord *
is the death of his servants.

14 O LORD, I am your servant; *
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.

15 I will o� er you the sacri� ce of thanksgiving *
and call upon the Name of the Lord.

16 I will ful� ll my vows to the LORD *
in the presence of all his people,

17 In the courts of the Lord’s house, *
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
Hallelujah!
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� e Gospel     Matthew 9:35-10:8     Please stand and face the reader of the Gospel.     
Celebrant         � e Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People              Glory be to thee, O Lord.
Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, 
and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. � en he said to his disciples, “� e harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

� en Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure 
every disease and every sickness. � ese are the names of the twelve apostles: � rst, Simon, also known as Peter, and his 
brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; � omas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and � addaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.

� ese twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the 
Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘� e kingdom of 
heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; 
give without payment. 

Celebrant        � e Gospel of the Lord.
People            Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Memorials
� e � owers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Caroline Myers Cooke and Richard Caswell Cooke; 
Caroline Cooke Holland and William Dinsmore Holland; and Elizabeth Campbell Myers by Anne Gordon Curran; 
and in memory of E. Holcombe Palmer by his friends.

Participants
CELEBRANT AND PREACHER: � e Rev. John D. Rohrs; READER AND CHALICE BEARER: Tony Anthony

� e Parish Prayer List
Copies of the parish prayer list are available in the narthex (the church vestibule inside the � ree Chopt Road entrance) 
and at Information Central, just outside the parish o
  ce.

� e Rite Stu� , Copyright©1998 by Church Publishing Incorporated, All rights reserved; from Copyright©1977; used by permission. Adapted from Common 
Worship, Copyright © � e Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000-2006; All of the o
  cial Common Worship publications are being published by 
Church House Publishing.


