The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, July 26, 2026 at 8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist: Rite One

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church ©3 Richmond, Virginia

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are so glad you are here. This service of Holy Eucharist follows
the order found in the Book of Common Prayer (the red book in the pew rack) beginning on page 323.
This bulletin provides page numbers and other information to guide you. A “soft space” is available in
the Chapel of the Good Shepherd, one of the two side chapels in the church, during the summer, so that
children and parents can continue to participate in the service if and when they need more room than a
church pew provides. Children must be accompanied by a parent while using the soft space. Child care is
also available for infants and children through age four in our nursery on the lower level near the main

parking lot entrance; greeters will guide you.

The Word of God

Opening Acclamation  Please stand as you are able. The Book of Common Prayer, page 323
The Collect for Purity page 323
The Summary of the Law page 324
Kyrie, Trisagion or Gloria page 324

The Collect of the Day Found on page 3.

The First Lesson Found on page 3; please sit.

The Psalm Found on page 3; please remain seated and read responsively.

The Gospel Found on page 3-4; please stand.

The Sermon Please sit.

The Nicene Creed  Please stand. page 326
The Prayers of the People  Please kneel as you are able. pages 328-330
The Confession of Sin page 330
The Peace Please stand. page 332

Welcome and Announcements Please sit.



At the Presentation of Alms
All comes from God, so from what God has given, we offer gifts to sustain God’s

work in the world. If you wish to make your offering electronically, please scan the QR
code or text STSTEPHENSRVA to 73256.

All things come of thee, O Lord.

And of thine own have we given thee.

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving  Please stand. pages 340-343
Please kneel after the Sanctus.
The Lord’s Prayer page 336
The Breaking of the Bread page 337
The Prayer of Humble Access page 337

The Distribution of Holy Communion
All are welcome at the altar in this place. Communion is distributed at the Communion rail in the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd, and you may stand or kneel to receive. To receive Communion, place
your hands together, palms up. You may consume the bread and then drink from the wine in the larger
chalice. If you prefer to “intinct” or touch the edge of your bread to the wine, please use the smaller
cup. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms
against your chest. If you need us to bring the sacrament to you, please let the usher know.

The Post-Communion Prayer page 339

The Blessing and Dismissal page 339-340



The Collect and Readings The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
The Collect of the Day The Book of Common Prayer, page 180

O God, the protector of all that trust in thee, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and
multiply upon us thy mercy; that, thou being our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we
finally lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lesson Genesis 29:15-28 Please sit.
Reader A reading from the Book of Genesis.

Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your
wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel.
Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years
for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other
man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he

had for her.

Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” So Laban gathered
together all the people of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to
Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it
was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then
have you deceived me?” Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete
the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, and
completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God. A period of silence is kept.
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b Said responsively by whole verse, seated. Prayer Book, page 783

1 Give thanks to the Lorp and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.

3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the Lorbp rejoice.

4 Search for the Lorp and his strength; *
continually seek his face.

5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.
7 He is the Lorp our God; *
his judgments prevail in all the world.
8 He has always been mindful of his covenant, *

the promise he made for a thousand generations:

9 The covenant he made with Abraham, *
the oath that he swore to Isaac,

10 Which he established as a statute for Jacob, *
an everlasting covenant for Israel,



11 Saying, “To you will I give the land of Canaan *
to be your allotted inheritance.”

45b Hallelujah!
Silence is kept.

The Gospel ~ Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52  Please stand and face the reader of the Gospel.

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People Glory be to thee, O Lord.
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed
in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures
of flour until all of it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells

all that he has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and

sold all that he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full,
they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age.
The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained
for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Flowers

The flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Helen Noell Branch, J. Read Branch, and Grace Branch
Moore by their family; and in honor of Bob and Clarice Dibble on the occasion of their 50th wedding anniversary by Ken
and Sherlyn Dibble.

Participants
CELEBRANT AND PREACHER: The Rev. John W.A. Jenkins; READER AND CHALICE BEARER: Mary Ball

The Parish Prayer List
Copies of the parish prayer list are available in the narthex (the church vestibule inside the Three Chopt Road entrance)
and at Information Central, just outside the parish office.
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