
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are so glad you are here. This service of Holy Eucharist follows 

the order found in the Book of Common Prayer (the red book in the pew rack) beginning on page 323. 

This bulletin provides page numbers and other information to guide you. A “soft space” is available in 

the Chapel of the Good Shepherd, one of the two side chapels in the church, during the summer, so that 

children and parents can continue to participate in the service if and when they need more room than a 

church pew provides. Children must be accompanied by a parent while using the soft space. Child care is 

also available for infants and children through age four in our nursery on the lower level near the main 

parking lot entrance; greeters will guide you.

�e Word of God
Opening Acclamation     Please stand as you are able.          �e Book of Common Prayer, page 323

�e Collect for Purity                            page 323

�e Summary of the Law                    page 324

Kyrie, Trisagion or Gloria                    page 324

�e Collect of the Day  Found on page 3. 

�e First Lesson        Found on page 3; please sit.

�e Psalm                Found on page 3; please remain seated and read responsively.

�e Gospel           Found on page 3-4; please stand.

�e Sermon   Please sit.   

�e Nicene Creed     Please stand.              page 326

�e Prayers of the People     Please kneel as you are able.                                    pages 328-330

�e Confession of Sin                             page 330

�e Peace                  Please stand.                                                                              page 332

Welcome and Announcements                              Please sit.

�e �irteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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At the Presentation of Alms 
All comes from God, so from what God has given, we offer gifts to sustain God’s 

work in the world. If you wish to make your offering electronically, please scan the QR 

code or text STSTEPHENSRVA to 73256.

All things come of thee, O Lord.
And of thine own have we given thee.

�e Holy Communion

�e Great �anksgiving     Please stand.              pages 340-343
Please kneel after the Sanctus.

�e Lord’s Prayer                                page 336

�e Breaking of the Bread                  page 337

�e Prayer of Humble Access                    page 337

�e Distribution of Holy Communion
All are welcome at the altar in this place. Communion is distributed at the Communion rail in the 

Chapel of the Good Shepherd, and you may stand or kneel to receive. To receive Communion, place 

your hands together, palms up. You may consume the bread and then drink from the wine in the larger 

chalice. If you prefer to “intinct” or touch the edge of your bread to the wine, please use the smaller 

cup. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms 

against your chest. If you need us to bring the sacrament to you, please let the usher know.

�e Post-Communion Prayer                               page 339

�e Blessing and Dismissal                      page 339-340
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�e Collect and Readings                                              �e �irteenth Sunday after Pentecost
�e Collect of the Day                                �e Book of Common Prayer, page 180
Grant, we beseech thee, merciful God, that thy Church, being gathered together in unity by thy Holy Spirit, may 
manifest thy power among all peoples, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.

�e Lesson  Exodus 1:8-2:10  Please sit.

Reader  A reading from the Book of Exodus.

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are more 
numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of 
war, join our enemies and �ght against us and escape from the land.” �erefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress 
them with forced labor. �ey built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, 
the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. �e Egyptians became ruthless 
in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of 
�eld labor. �ey were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.

�e king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, “When you act 
as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” 
But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the 
king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” �e 
midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give 
birth before the midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became 
very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. �en Pharaoh commanded all his people, 

“Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.”

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. �e woman conceived and bore a son; and when 
she saw that he was a �ne baby, she hid him three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket 
for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the 
river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.

�e daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket 
among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity 
on him, “�is must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. �en his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and 
get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl 
went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give 
you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s 
daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”

Reader  �e Word of the Lord.
People  �anks be to God.  A period of silence is kept.

Psalm 124  Said responsively by whole verse, seated.  Prayer Book, page 781

1 If the Lord had not been on our side, *
let Israel now say;

2 If the LORD had not been on our side, *
when enemies rose up against us;

3 �en would they have swallowed us up alive *
in their �erce anger toward us;

4 �en would the waters have overwhelmed us *
and the torrent gone over us;

5 �en would the raging waters *
have gone right over us.
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6 Blessed be the LORD! *
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

8 Our help is in the Name of the LORD, *
the maker of heaven and earth.    Silence is kept.

�e Gospel      Matthew 16:13-20    Please stand and face the reader of the Gospel.     
Celebrant         �e Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People              Glory be to thee, O Lord.
When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He 
said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For �esh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 
not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” �en he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiah.

Celebrant        �e Gospel of the Lord.
People            Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Memorials
�e �owers are given to the glory of God and in memory of C. Coleman McGehee and Carden C. McGehee, Jr. by 
Caroline Brandt.

Participants
CELEBRANT AND PREACHER: �e Rev. Judy Webb Davis; READER AND CHALICE BEARER: Braxton Hill

�e Parish Prayer List
Copies of the parish prayer list are available in the narthex (the church vestibule inside the �ree Chopt Road entrance) 
and at Information Central, just outside the parish o�ce.

�e Rite Stu�, Copyright©1998 by Church Publishing Incorporated, All rights reserved; from Copyright©1977; used by permission. Adapted from Common 
Worship, Copyright © �e Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000-2006; All of the o�cial Common Worship publications are being published by 
Church House Publishing.


