
�e Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 20, 2026 at 11:15 a.m. 
Holy Baptism
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church � Richmond, Virginia

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. We are glad you are here. We welcome and include all people without exception 

and we extend a special greeting to any visitors. Throughout this bulletin, helpful guidance is printed in italics. Visitor guides are 

found in racks at the entrance doors. When you wish to be known here, please fill out a welcome card (found in each pew or 
online); you may drop the card into the offering plate as it is passed. Children are very welcome in this service, and child care 

is also available for infants and children through age four in our nursery on the lower level near the main parking lot entrance; 

greeters are happy to guide you. The church is open for prayer from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Thursday. We hope to 

see you again soon!  

Voluntary      Prelude on Kingsfold Mary Beth Bennett

�e Word of God
Hymn 541  Come, labor on       Ora Labora  
 Sung by all, standing as you are able. All hymns are found in The Hymnal 1982, the blue book in your pew rack.

Opening Acclamation                                                                                    �e Book of Common Prayer, page 299
Celebrant      Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People           And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant  �ere is one Body and one Spirit;
People  �ere is one hope in God’s call to us;
Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People  One God and Father of all.

�e Collect of the Day                                                                                                          Prayer Book, page 234
Celebrant  �e Lord be with you.
People              And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.      A period of silence is kept. 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed 
among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

�e First Reading Exodus 16:2-15  Please sit.

Reader  A reading from the Book of Exodus.
�e whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. �e Israelites said to 
them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the �eshpots and ate our �ll of 
bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” �en the Lord said to 
Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that 
day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare 
what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, 

“In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you 
shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you 
complain against us?” And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your �ll of bread in the 
morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not 
against us but against the Lord.” �en Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near 
to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’” And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they 
looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. �e Lord spoke to Moses and said, “I 
have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall 
have your �ll of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’” In the evening quails came up and covered 
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the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the 
surface of the wilderness was a �ne �aky substance, as �ne as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said 
to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has 
given you to eat.”

Reader  �e Word of the Lord.
People  �anks be to God.  A period of silence is kept. 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45  Said responsively by whole verse, seated.  Prayer Book, page 787
1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *
 make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
 and speak of all his marvelous works.
3 Glory in his holy Name; *
 let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4 Search for the LORD and his strength; *
 continually seek his face.
5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
 his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,
6 O o�spring of Abraham his servant, *
 O children of Jacob his chosen.
37 He led out his people with silver and gold; *
 in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.
38 Egypt was glad of their going, *
 because they were afraid of them.
39 He spread out a cloud for a covering *
 and a �re to give light in the night season.
40 �ey asked, and quails appeared, *
 and he satis�ed them with bread from heaven.
41 He opened the rock, and water �owed, *
 so the river ran in the dry places.
42 For God remembered his holy word *
 and Abraham his servant.
43 So he led forth his people with gladness, *
 his chosen with shouts of joy.
44 He gave his people the lands of the nations, *
 and they took the fruit of others’ toil,
45 �at they might keep his statutes *
 and observe his laws. Hallelujah!  Silence is kept.

�e Second Reading      Philippians 1:21-30  Please sit.

Reader  A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians.
To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the �esh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know 
which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to 
remain in the �esh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all 
of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to 
you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent 
and hear about you, I will know that you are standing �rm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith 
of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of 
su�ering for him as well—since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

Reader  �e Word of the Lord.
People  �anks be to God.  A period of silence is kept. 
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Hymn 660 O Master, let me walk with thee    Sung by all, standing.    Maryton 

�e Gospel     Matthew 20:1-16     Please remain standing and face the reader of the Gospel.     
Deacon          �e Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People           Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “�e kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, 
and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he 
did the same. And about �ve o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are 
you standing here idle all day?’ �ey said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and then going to the �rst.’ When those hired about �ve o’clock came, each of them received 
the usual daily wage. Now when the �rst came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received 
the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘�ese last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he 
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what 
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with 
what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be �rst, and the �rst will be last.”

Deacon            �e Gospel of the Lord.
People             Praise to you, Lord Christ.

�e Sermon �e Rev. William S. Stanley 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates Remain seated. Prayer Book, page 301
Celebrant �e Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Parents and Godparents of the Candidates, standing:

  I present Lucas McKinley Allocca to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
  I present Elizabeth Anne Clites to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
  I present Campbell �omas Flynn to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
  I present Harrison Cole Hooe to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
  I present Edward Clifton Rider to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

Question Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life?
Answer  I will, with God’s help.

Question Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?
Answer  I will, with God’s help.

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
Answer  I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
Answer  I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Answer  I renounce them.

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Answer   I do.

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer  I do.

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Answer  I do.   
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The Celebrant invites the congregation to stand and addresses them, saying

Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?
People  We will.
Celebrant Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.

�e Baptismal Covenant        Remain standing, as able. Prayer Book, page 304
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He su�ered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci�ed, died, and was buried. 
     He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidates      Prayer Book, page 305
Celebrant Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth.

Leader    Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.
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Leader   Send them into the world in witness to your love.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Christ by water and the Spirit, may live reborn
  in the freedom and power of his resurrection, and so we o�er thanks for the blessings of life, [especially 
  for ______], and we commend to you those who have died [remembering especially ____]; with all the
  saints we o�er our prayers, through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
  God, now and forever. Amen.

As the baptismal families follow the cross to the font, all children are invited to come to the font to participate in 

blessing the water.

�anksgiving over the Water     Please remain standing, as able, and face the font. Prayer Book, page 306
Celebrant �e Lord be with you.
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of 
  creation. �rough it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. 
  In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the 
  Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.  
  We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we
  share in his resurrection. �rough it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. �erefore in joyful obedience to
  your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of
  the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water. 

  Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed 
  from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, 
  and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.

�e Baptism       Prayer Book, page 307
Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, who then pours water upon the candidate, saying

   N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
A priest then anoints the newly baptized with oil, saying

   N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.

Celebrant Let us pray.      
  Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your 
  servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in 
  your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a 
  spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.  Amen.

   Let us welcome the newly baptized.

All  We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ cruci�ed, proclaim his
  resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

�e Peace                                                                                                         Prayer Book, page 360
Celebrant  �e peace of the Lord be always with you.
People   And also with you.

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. After exchanging the Peace, please be seated.

Welcome and Announcements
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�e Holy Communion
All comes from God, so from what God has given, we offer gifts as we participate in God’s 

work in the world. You may offer your gift in an offering plate as they come by or make a gift

online by scanning the QR code or texting STSTEPHENSRVA to 73256.

At the O�ertory     Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face   Sung by the choir. Percy Whitlock  
For text, see Hymn 318.

At the Presentation         Sung by all, standing.    Old 100th
The fruits of our labor are presented to God, along with gifts for our food ministry.

�e Great �anksgiving     Eucharistic Prayer B                                                                                 Prayer Book, page 367
 The people remain standing. 

Celebrant �e Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
                         Creator of heaven and earth.   Here a proper preface is said.

�erefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus          Sung by all.   �e Hymnal S-128, William Mathias

You may stand or kneel.

Celebrant 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 
of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made �esh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: �is is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
�is is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

�erefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory;

Celebrant 
And we o�er our sacri�ce of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 
bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacri�ce, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sancti�ed by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 
that heavenly country where, with Blessed Stephen; Blessed Mary, Mother of God; and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the �rstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

�e Breaking of the Bread   The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.   

This antiphon will be sung by the cantor, then by all, and repeated after each verse.     �e Hymnal S-171, Mason Martens

 Cantor:    1. �e bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ.    Antiphon

    2. One body are we, alleluia, for though many we share one bread.    Antiphon

Celebrant 
�is is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to 
love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and you who 
have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites 
you. It is his will that those who want him should meet him here. 

At the Communion of the People
All are welcome at the altar in this place. Communion is distributed at the chancel steps and in both side chapels. The altar 

also extends to your pew if you need us to bring the sacrament to you; just let an usher know. To receive Communion, cross 

one hand over the other, palms up. You may consume the bread and then drink from the wine in the larger chalice. If you 

prefer to “intinct” or touch the edge of your bread to the wine, please use one of the smaller cups, available at all stations. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms against your chest.

   as we forgive those 
      who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen.
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Music at Communion
   Anthem Lay up for yourselves  Sung by the choir.  text: Matthew 6:20-21; music: Ned Rorem 

Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt and where thieves do not break through and 
steal; for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

   Hymn 527 Singing songs of expectation       Sung by all, seated.  Ton-y-Botel

Sending Forth Eucharistic Visitors 
When a Lay Eucharistic Visitor is scheduled to visit a parishioner, the following is said.

Deacon             N., we send you out to share Communion with N.   
People            Carry the prayers of all of us as you take this sacrament of Christ’s presence.
Deacon            We who are many are one body because we share one bread and one cup. Amen. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says

  Let us pray. You may stand or kneel.  Prayer Book, page 365
All  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
  Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
  gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

�e Blessing     The Celebrant pronounces God’s blessing.

Hymn 397    Now thank we all our God  Sung by all, standing. Nun danket

Dismissal                                                                                                           Prayer Book, page 366
Deacon              Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People              �anks be to God. 

Voluntary      Toccata on Kingsfold  Mary Beth Bennett

Anyone wishing to listen more closely to the organ voluntary is welcome to move to the chancel and sit in the choir chairs. 

�

Presented for Holy Baptism
Lucas McKinley Allocca, child of Matthew Dixon Allocca and Lisa McKinley Allocca

Elizabeth Anne Clites, child of Matthew David Clites and Madeline Lyerly Clites

Campbell �omas Flynn, child of Padraic Bell Flynn and Lauren Goldberg Flynn 

Harrison Cole Hooe, child of William H. Hooe and Maria B. Cain 

Edward Clifton Rider, child of Edward Whitcomb Rider and Caroline Gottwald Rider 

Memorials
�e �owers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Dr. Robin Mayer and Dr. Walter Mayer by their family.

Participants
CELEBRANT: �e Rev. John W. A. Jenkins; DEACON: �e Rev. Cate Anthony; SUBDEACON: Clarice Dibble; READERS: 
Bill Coulter, Gayle Royals; PREACHER: �e Rev. William S. Stanley; INTERCESSOR: Rob Nease; ASSISTING PRIESTS: �e 
Rev. Judy Webb Davis, the Rev. John D. Rohrs; CHALICE BEARERS: Evan-Nilsa Karlson, Barbara Massey, Chip Tompkins, 
Audra Tuttle; ACOLYTES: Wyatt Hobbs, Austin Jonas, Nina Matos, Will Rohrs, Linley Rose; LAY EUCHARISTIC 

VISITOR: Laurie Rogers; MUSICIANS: St. Stephen’s Choir, Diana Chou, Chris Edwards, Robert McCormick; VERGER: 
Kathy Brock

�e Parish Prayer List
Copies of the parish prayer list are available at Information Central and in the narthex (church vestibule).

Rite Planning, Copyright©2021 by Church Publishing Incorporated, All rights reserved; from Copyright©1977; used by permission. Adapted 
from Common Worship, Copyright © �e Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000-2006; All of the o�cial Common Worship 
publications are being published by Church House Publishing. All music reprinted with permission via OneLicense #A710911.


