The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 20, 2026 at 8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist: Rite One

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church ©3 Richmond, Virginia

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are so glad you are here. This service of Holy Eucharist
follows the order found in the Book of Common Prayer (the red book in the pew rack)
beginning on page 323. This bulletin provides page numbers and other information to

guide you through the service.

The Word of God

Opening Acclamation  Please stand as you are able. The Book of Common Prayer, page 323
The Collect for Purity page 323
The Summary of the Law page 324
Kyrie, Trisagion or Gloria page 324

The Collect of the Day Found on page 3.

The First Lesson Found on page 3; please sit.

The Psalm Found on page 3; please remain seated and read responsively.

The Gospel Found on page 3-4; please stand.

The Sermon Please sit.

The Nicene Creed Please stand. page 326
The Prayers of the People  Please kneel as you are able. pages 328-330
The Confession of Sin page 330
The Peace Please stand. page 332

Welcome and Announcements Please sit.



At the Presentation of Alms
All comes from God, so from what God has given, we offer gifts to sustain God’s

work in the world. If you wish to make your offering electronically, please scan the QR
code or text STSTEPHENSRVA to 73256.

All things come of thee, O Lord.

And of thine own have we given thee.

'The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving Please stand. pages 340-343
Please kneel after the Sanctus.
The Lord’s Prayer page 336
The Breaking of the Bread page 337
The Prayer of Humble Access page 337

The Distribution of Holy Communion
All are welcome at the altar in this place. Communion is distributed at the Communion rail in the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd, and you may stand or kneel to receive. To receive Communion, place
your hands together, palms up. You may consume the bread and then drink from the wine in the larger
chalice. If you prefer to “intinct” or touch the edge of your bread to the wine, please use the smaller
cup. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms
against your chest. If you need us to bring the sacrament to you, please let the usher know.

The Post-Communion Prayer page 339

The Blessing and Dismissal page 339-340



The Collect and Readings The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Collect of the Day The Book of Common Prayer, page 182

Grant us, O Lord, not to mind earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among
things that are passing away, to cleave to those that shall abide; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lesson Exodus 16:2-15 Please sit.
Reader A reading from the Book of Exodus.

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. The Israelites said to
them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lorp in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of
bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

Then the Lorb said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and
gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day,
when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said

to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the Lorp who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and
in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lorp, because he has heard your complaining against the Lorp. For what
are we, that you complain against us?” And Moses said, “When the LorD gives you meat to eat in the evening and your
fill of bread in the morning, because the Lorp has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your
complaining is not against us but against the Lorp.”

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lorbp, for he has heard your
complaining.”” And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and
the glory of the Lorp appeared in the cloud. The Lorp spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the complaining of the
Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall
know that I am the Lorp your God.””

In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp.
When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the
ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said
to them, “It is the bread that the Lorp has given you to eat.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God. A period of silence is kept.
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 Said responsively by whole verse, seated. Prayer Book, page 740

1 Give thanks to the Lorp and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.

3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the Lorbp rejoice.

4 Search for the Lorp and his strength; *
continually seek his face.

5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.

37 He led out his people with silver and gold; *

in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.



38 Egypt was glad of their going, *
because they were afraid of them.

39 He spread out a cloud for a covering *
and a fire to give light in the night season.

40 They asked, and quails appeared, *

and he satisfied them with bread from heaven.

41 He opened the rock, and water flowed, *
so the river ran in the dry places.

42 For God remembered his holy word *
and Abraham his servant.

43 So he led forth his people with gladness, *
his chosen with shouts of joy.

44 He gave his people the lands of the nations, *
and they took the fruit of others’ toil,

45 That they might keep his statutes *
and observe his laws. Hallelujah! = Silence is kept.

The Gospel Matthew 20:1-16  Please stand and face the reader of the Gospel.

Celebrant ‘The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People Glory be to thee, O Lord.
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his
vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard,
and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he
did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are
you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the
vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay,
beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received
the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received
the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with
what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Memorial
The flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Dr. Robin Mayer and Dr. Walter Mayer by their family.

Participants
CELEBRANT AND PREACHER: The Rev. William S. Stanley; READER AND CHALICE BEARER: Tony Anthony

Copies of the parish prayer list are available in the narthex (the church vestibule inside the Three Chopt Road entrance) and at
Information Central, just outside the parish office.
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