
All Saints’ Day
Sunday, November 1, 2026, at 11:15 a.m. 
Holy Baptism
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church � Richmond, Virginia

Welcome to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. We are glad you are here. We welcome and include all people without exception 

and we extend a special greeting to any visitors. Throughout this bulletin, helpful guidance is printed in italics. Visitor guides are 

found in racks at the entrance doors. When you wish to be known here, please fill out a welcome card (found in each pew or 
online); you may drop the card into the offering plate as it is passed. Children are very welcome in this service, and child care 

is also available for infants and children through age four in our nursery on the lower level near the main parking lot entrance; 

greeters are happy to guide you. The church is open for prayer from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Thursday. We hope to 

see you again soon!  

Voluntary      �ere is a happy land  arr. George Shearing

�e Word of God
Hymn 287 For all the saints, who from their labors rest       Sine Nomine  
 Sung by all, standing as you are able. All hymns are found in The Hymnal 1982, the blue book in your pew rack.

Opening Acclamation                                                                                    �e Book of Common Prayer, page 299
Celebrant      Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People           And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant  �ere is one Body and one Spirit;
People  �ere is one hope in God’s call to us;
Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People  One God and Father of all.

�e Collect of the Day     Please stand.   �e Book of Common Prayer, page 245
Celebrant  �e Lord be with you.
People              And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.      A period of silence is kept. 

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of your Son 
Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to 
those ine�able joys that you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

�e First Reading Revelation 7:9-17  Please sit.

Reader  A reading from the Revelation to John.
After this I, John, looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes 
and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 
hands. �ey cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on 
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 
honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” �en one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who 
are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” �en he said 
to me, “�ese are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, 
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. �ey will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will 
not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide 
them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Reader  �e Word of the Lord.
People  �anks be to God.  A period of silence is kept. 
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Psalm 34:1-10, 22  �e Book of Common Prayer, page 627
 Sung by the choir on behalf of the congregation. chant: John Varley Roberts
1 I will bless the Lord at all times; *
 his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
2 I will glory in the Lord; *
 let the humble hear and rejoice.
3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; *
 let us exalt his Name together.
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me *
 and delivered me out of all my terror.
5 Look upon him and be radiant, *
 and let not your faces be ashamed.
6 I called in my a�iction and the Lord heard me *
 and saved me from all my troubles.
7 �e angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, *
 and he will deliver them.
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; *
 happy are they who trust in him!
9 Fear the Lord, you that are his saints, *
 for those who fear him lack nothing.
10 �e young lions lack and su�er hunger, *
 but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.
22 �e Lord ransoms the life of his servants, *
 and none will be punished who trust in him.  A period of silence is kept. 

�e Second Reading 1 John 3:1-3 
Reader  A reading from the First Letter of John.
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. �e reason the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet 
been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who 
have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

Reader  �e Word of the Lord.
People  �anks be to God.  A period of silence is kept. 

Hymn 620 Jerusalem, my happy home     Sung by all, standing.    Land of Rest 

�e Gospel     Matthew 5:1-12     Please remain standing and face the reader of the Gospel.     
Deacon          �e Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People           Glory to you, Lord Christ.
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. �en he began to 
speak, and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be �lled.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.”
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Deacon            �e Gospel of the Lord.
People             Praise to you, Lord Christ.

�e Sermon �e Rev. William S. Stanley  

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates Remain seated. �e Book of Common Prayer, page 301
Celebrant �e Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Parents and Godparents of the Candidates, standing:

  I present Harper Kathleen Davis to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
  I present Hayden Wiatt Farrar to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
  I present Kiera Scout Kramer to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

Question Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life?
Answer  I will, with God’s help.

Question Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?
Answer  I will, with God’s help.

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
Answer  I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
Answer  I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Answer  I renounce them.

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Answer   I do.

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer  I do.

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Answer  I do.   

The Celebrant invites the congregation to stand and addresses them, saying

Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?
People  We will.

Celebrant Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.

�e Baptismal Covenant        Remain standing, as able. �e Book of Common Prayer, page 304
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He su�ered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci�ed, died, and was buried. 
     He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.
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Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidates      �e Book of Common Prayer, page 305
Celebrant Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth.

Leader    Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Send them into the world in witness to your love.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People  Lord, hear our prayer.

Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Christ by water and the Spirit, may live reborn
  in the freedom and power of his resurrection, and so we o�er thanks for the blessings of life, [especially 
  for ______], and we commend to you those who have died [remembering especially ____]; with all the
  saints we o�er our prayers, through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
  God, now and forever. Amen.

As the baptismal families follow the cross to the font, all children are invited to come to the font to participate in 

blessing the water.

�anksgiving over the Water    Please remain standing, as able, and face the font.    
Celebrant �e Lord be with you.  �e Book of Common Prayer, page 306
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of 
  creation. �rough it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. 
  In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the 
  Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.  
  We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we
  share in his resurrection. �rough it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. �erefore in joyful obedience to
  your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of
  the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
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At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water. 

  Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed 
  from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, 
  and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

�e Baptism       �e Book of Common Prayer, page 307
Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, who then pours water upon the candidate, saying

   N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
A priest then anoints the newly baptized with oil, saying

   N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.

Celebrant Let us pray.      
  Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your 
  servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in 
  your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a 
  spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.  Amen.

   Let us welcome the newly baptized.

All  We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ cruci�ed, proclaim his
  resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

�e Peace Please stand.                        �e Book of Common Prayer, page 360
Celebrant  �e peace of the Lord be always with you.
People   And also with you.

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. After exchanging the Peace, please be seated.

Welcome and Announcements

�e Holy Communion
All comes from God, so from what God has given, we offer gifts as we participate in God’s 

work in the world. You may offer your gift in an offering plate as they come by or make a gift

online by scanning the QR code or texting STSTEPHENSRVA to 73256.

At the O�ertory     Hark! I hear the harps eternal    Sung by the choir.  arr. Alice Parker
Hark I hear the harps eternal ringing on the farther shore. As I near those swollen waters with their deep and solemn roar.

Refrain:   Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah praise the Lamb. Hallelujah, Hallelujah, glory to the great I AM.

And my soul though stained with sorrow, fading as the light of day, passes swiftly o’er those waters to the city far away.   Refrain

Souls have crossed before me saintly to that land of perfect rest, and I hear them singing faintly in the mansions of the blest.   Refrain

At the Presentation        Sung by all, standing as able.                                     Nun danket alle Gott
The fruits of our labor are presented to God, along with gifts for our food ministry.
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�e Great �anksgiving            Enriching Our Worship, Eucharistic Prayer 3
 The people remain standing. 

Celebrant �e Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant 
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal 
Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the 
sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. 
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing 
your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:

Sanctus          Sung by all.   �e Hymnal, S-129, Robert Powell

You may stand or kneel.

Celebrant 
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people to yourself, as a light to the 
nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, 
to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant o�ering. �rough Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the 
glory you intend for us.

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is 
the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.”

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s 
coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O 
Christ:

Celebrant and People Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Celebrant 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your 
Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us 
together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with Blessed Stephen; Blessed Mary, Mother of God; 
and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.
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�rough Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you, our God and 
Creator, in voices of unending praise. 

Celebrant and People

Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

�e Breaking of the Bread   The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.   

            �e Hymnal, S-163, Robert Powell

Celebrant 
�is is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to 
love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and you who 
have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites 
you. It is his will that those who want him should meet him here. 

At the Communion of the People
All are welcome at the altar in this place. Communion is distributed at the high altar and in both side chapels. The altar 

also extends to your pew if you need us to bring the sacrament to you; just let an usher know. To receive Communion, cross 

one hand over the other, palms up. You may consume the bread and then drink from the wine in the larger chalice. If you 

prefer to “intinct,” or touch the edge of your bread to the wine, please use one of the smaller cups, available at all stations. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms against your chest.

Music at Communion
   Anthem Give us the wings of faith  Sung by the choir.  text: Isaac Watts; music: Ernest Bullock 

Give us the wings of faith to rise within the veil, and see the saints above, how great their joys, how bright their glories be. We 
ask them whence their victory came, they, with one united breath, ascribe the conquest to the Lamb, their triumph to his death. 
�ey marked the footsteps that he trod, his zeal inspired their breast, and, following their incarnate God, they reached their 
promised rest.

   Hymn 286 Who are these like stars appearing  Sung by all, seated.  Zeuch mich, zeuch mich

Sending Forth Eucharistic Visitors 
When a Lay Eucharistic Visitor is scheduled to visit a parishioner, the following is said.

Deacon             N., we send you out to share Communion with N.   
People            Carry the prayers of all of us as you take this sacrament of Christ’s presence.
Deacon            We who are many are one body because we share one bread and one cup. Amen. 

   as we forgive those 
      who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says

  Let us pray. You may stand or kneel.

All     Almighty and everliving God,   �e Book of Common Prayer, page 366
  we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
  of the most precious Body and Blood
  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
  and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
  that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
  and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
  And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
  to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
  be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

�e Blessing     The Celebrant pronounces God’s blessing.

Hymn 625    Ye holy angels bright  Sung by all, standing. Darwall’s 148th  

Dismissal   �e Book of Common Prayer, page 366
Deacon              Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People              �anks be to God. 

Voluntary      Chorale-Fantasia on Darwall’s 148th, Opus 20/2   Harold Darke

Anyone wishing to listen more closely to the organ voluntary is welcome to move to the chancel and sit in the choir chairs. 

�

Presented for Holy Baptism
Harper Kathleen Davis, child of Langston Randolph Davis, Jr. and Avrielle Helena Davis 

Hayden Wiatt Farrar, child of Andrew Farrar and Haley Farrar

Kiera Scout Kramer, child of Dustin T. Kramer and Kathleen Kramer 

Memorials
�e �owers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Carter Sommers by his friends; Florence S. and Robert W. 
Cabaniss, Sr., by Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Cabaniss III; Durwood Usry by his family; Brandon Scholder by Eliza Scholder; 
and Judy Y. Lane and Brenda P. Reid by Martin Lane. �e Vigil Candle is also o�ered in memory of Judy Y. Lane and 
Brenda P. Reid by Martin Lane.

Participants
CELEBRANT: �e Rev. Judy Webb Davis; PREACHER: �e Rev. William S. Stanley; DEACON: �e Rev. Cate Anthony; SUBDEACON: 
Clarice Dibble; ASSISTING PRIESTS: �e Rev. John W. A. Jenkins and the Rev. John D. Rohrs; LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITOR: Earl 
Roney; READERS: Cotesworth Pinckney, Anne Pinion; INTERCESSOR: Sherlyn Dibble; CHALICE BEARERS: Mary Ball, Bob Dibble, 
Wortie Ferrell, Bill Gray; ACOLYTES: Charles Ayers, Henry Ayers, �omas Bowen-Rees, Lee Driscoll, Wyatt Hobbs, Abigail 
Moore; VERGER: Kathy Brock; MUSICIANS: St. Stephen’s Choir, Diana Chou, Chris Edwards, and Robert McCormick 

�e Parish Prayer List
Copies of the parish prayer list are available at Information Central outside the parish o�ce and in the church vestibule. To 
ask that a name be added to or removed from the prayer list, please contact Kitty Ball in the o�ce, 804.288.2867 or 
kball@ststephensRVA.org.

Rite Planning, Copyright©2021 by Church Publishing Incorporated, All rights reserved; from Copyright©1977; used by permission. Adapted 
from Common Worship, Copyright © �e Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000-2006; All of the o�cial Common Worship 
publications are being published by Church House Publishing. All music reprinted with permission via OneLicense #A710911.


