
Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church. We are so glad you are here. This service of Holy Eucharist 

follows the order found in the Book of Common Prayer (the red book in the pew rack)

beginning on page 323. This bulletin provides page numbers and other information to 

guide you through the service.

�e Word of God
Opening Acclamation     Please stand as you are able.          �e Book of Common Prayer, page 323

�e Collect for Purity                            page 323

�e Summary of the Law                    page 324

Kyrie, Trisagion or Gloria                    page 324

�e Collect of the Day  Found on page 3. 

�e First Lesson        Found on page 3; please sit.

�e Psalm                Found on page 3; please remain seated and read responsively.

�e Gospel           Found on page 3-4; please stand.

�e Sermon   Please sit.   

�e Nicene Creed     Please stand.              page 326

�e Prayers of the People     Please kneel as you are able.                                    pages 328-330

�e Confession of Sin                             page 330

�e Peace                  Please stand.                                                                              page 332

Welcome and Announcements                              Please sit.

�e Feast of St. Stephen (observed)
Sunday, November 8, 2026, at 8 a.m.
Holy Eucharist: Rite One
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church  Richmond, Virginia
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At the Presentation of Alms 
All comes from God, so from what God has given, we offer gifts to sustain God’s 

work in the world. If you wish to make your offering electronically, please scan the QR 

code or text STSTEPHENSRVA to 73256.

All things come of thee, O Lord.
And of thine own have we given thee.

�e Holy Communion

�e Great �anksgiving     Please stand.              pages 340-343
Please kneel after the Sanctus.

�e Lord’s Prayer                                page 336

�e Breaking of the Bread                  page 337

�e Prayer of Humble Access                    page 337

�e Distribution of Holy Communion
All are welcome at the altar in this place. Communion is distributed at the Communion rail in the 

Chapel of the Good Shepherd, and you may stand or kneel to receive. To receive Communion, place 

your hands together, palms up. You may consume the bread and then drink from the wine in the larger 

chalice. If you prefer to “intinct” or touch the edge of your bread to the wine, please use the smaller 

cup. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms 

against your chest. If you need us to bring the sacrament to you, please let the usher know.

�e Post-Communion Prayer                               page 339

�e Blessing and Dismissal                      page 339-340
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�e Collect and Readings                                                                   �e Feast of St. Stephen
�e Collect of the Day                                �e Book of Common Prayer, page 184
We give you thanks, O Lord of glory, for the example of the �rst martyr Stephen, who looked up to heaven and 
prayed for his persecutors to your Son Jesus Christ, who stands at your right hand; where he lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

�anksgiving for Heroic Service: a Prayer for Veterans Day      �e Book of Common Prayer, page 839

O Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grateful hearts the men and women of our country who in the day of 
decision ventured much for the liberties we now enjoy. Grant that we may not rest until all the people of this land share the 
bene�ts of true freedom and gladly accept its disciplines. �is we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

�e Lesson  Acts 6:1-7 Please sit.

Reader  A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews 
because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food. And the twelve called together the whole 
community of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables. 
�erefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 
we may appoint to this task, while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.” What they 
said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, 
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. �ey had these men stand before the 
apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. �e word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples 
increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

Reader  �e Word of the Lord.
People  �anks be to God.  A period of silence is kept.

Psalm 31:1-5  Said responsively by whole verse, seated.  �e Book of Common Prayer, page 695

1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;
   let me never be put to shame; *

deliver me in your righteousness.
2 Incline your ear to me; *

make haste to deliver me.
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
   for you are my crag and my stronghold; *

for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, *

for you are my tower of strength.
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, *
   for you have redeemed me,

O Lord, O God of truth.    Silence is kept.

�e Gospel     Luke 4:14-21    Please stand and face the reader of the Gospel.     
Celebrant        �e Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People             Glory be to thee, O Lord.
Jesus, �lled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the surrounding 
country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: “�e Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
[continues on page 4]
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And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. �e eyes of all in the synagogue were �xed on him. 
�en he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been ful�lled in your hearing.”
Celebrant        �e Gospel of the Lord.
People            Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Memorial
�e �owers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Jan Price by her family.

Participants
CELEBRANT AND PREACHER: �e Rev. John D. Rohrs; LAY ASSISTANT MINISTER: Kathy Brock

�e Parish Prayer List
Copies of the parish prayer list are available at Information Central outside the parish o�ce and in the church vestibule. 
To ask that a name be added to or removed from the prayer list, please contact Kitty Ball in the o�ce, 804.288.2867 or 
kball@ststephensRVA.org.

�e Rite Stu�, Copyright©1998 by Church Publishing Incorporated, All rights reserved; from Copyright©1977; used by permission. Adapted from Common 
Worship, Copyright © �e Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, 2000-2006; All of the o�cial Common Worship publications are being published by 
Church House Publishing.


